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AT HOME

designer’s
amily affair

Stvlish look is a mix
of hand-me-downs and
cutting-edge textile patterns

By PAIGE PHELPS
Staft Writer
pphelpsadallasnews.com

onnee Sharp has a secret. Her M streets house, a glamorous

showcase of high style, is just a fagade. Turns out the entire house

was decorated on a budget with family hand-me-downs, flea

market finds and a hefty amount of help from the savings

superstar [kea.

“If you have something that is dowdy and
yucky from your family, it can be reborn with
paint and fabric,” Mrs. Sharp says.

“And then it's given new life when you place
it next to a modern piece. That's kind of what
my house is about.”

Her home is full of finds: the kidney-shape
coffee table she snapped up ata New York City
flea market and the matching side table she

found a vear later at another; a Danish-modern
dining set she scooped up at an estate sale; and
the black-and-white photographs of East
Dallas sweetgum trees that she shot herself.
Most of her ideas popped up on her lunch
breaks while interning at the Dallas
interior-design firm of Emily Summers.

See LOOKS Page 4G
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Pacem, the Maltese named for peace after 9/11, sits on a
French slipper chair once owned by Mrs. Sharp's
grandmother, now covered in Studio Bon's Bellows fabric.

SEE MORE PHOTOS of Bonnee Sharp's M streets home,

i'i and read her page on Design*Sponge.

dallazsnews.com/home
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Photos by MATALIE CAUDILL/Stafl Photographer

The wicker loveseat was inherited from Mrs. Sharp's grandmother and namesake, Bonnee. She painted it white and plumped it with pillows in her fabrics. The headboard print, from
Studio Ban, is called Popover.




LLooks that link generations

Pillows
covered in
Spiky Fleur,
one of Studio
Bon's newest
patterns, come
in several
colors,
including the
orange Burnt
($140) and pink
Candy ($130).

Mrs. Sharp created custom textiles for her daughter Georgia's room. “l wanted it to be
sweet, but not cloyingly 50." she says.
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Continued from Page 1G

“In fact, I started my business on a lunch
break. I was driving by an old knitting mill and I
knocked on the door, and it turns out there was a
man inside who printed fabrics. That was three
years ago, it was pretty fortuitous.”

The idea of recyeling vintage
furnishings into mellow
masterpieces is what inspired

Mrs. Sharp's business, Studio
Bon Textiles. She designs

hand-printed
upholstery-weight fabrics
that are crisp and
contemporary while still
nodding to retro style.
“It seems nearly every
other woman in my family
; 15, OT was, an artist, so
: #" art has always been a
part of my life,” she says,
explaining her passion for
design.
“I think about it in my sleep. I think
there's something wrong with me,” she says,

“I'll have an idea in my head, and I'll get up out of

bed and draw.”

Because her fabrics are printed locally, an
carly-morning idea can be made into reality the
next day, which is the reason why Mrs. Sharp
offers 30 patterns to choose from, plus the
capability to create custom fabrics for individual
jobs at a moment's notice.

“It allows me to respond to the needs of the
market, I can draw a new pattern and do it
tomorrow, she says, “It lets me be impulsive.”

Now, the French slipper chairs in the hiving
room — pink-velvet hand-me-downs from her
beloved grandmother and namesake, Bonnee, a

The kitchen's Roman shade is made from
Mrs. Sharp's black-and-white Fuzz pattern.

fashion illustrator and gallery owner in her day
— are covered in Mrs, Sharp’s Bellows pattern,

The kitchen features Roman shades in her
bold, polka-dot Fuzz pattern just above the Tkea
table and chairs and the aloe plant tended by her
husband, Scott.

The dining room has panels in her Oodles
design that flank the family hand-me-down
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The Sharps’ gray. A-shaped house is nestled
among the brick Tudors on the M streets.

buffet tables and mirror,

And in her master bedroom, a side chair and
foot stool covered in her Ellen pattern (named
after her sister) sit alongside a bed donated

by her parents under paintings by her -~ T
grandmother. /" STUDIOBON

“I feel very lucky to have so many ! TEXTILES
beautiful things from people | loved. www.studiobon
They give me perspective on the \ net
sweetness and shortness of life," Mrs.
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Sharp says.

“I'm comforted by the fact that my
daughter and her children will enjoy some of the
things that I enjoved and that my grandmother
enjoyed and that her mother enjoyed, even if they
keep only one special thing. And that makes me
very happy.”

When the Sharps moved in, the kitchen was decorated in a country style. They took it
back down to its bare, white bones.
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